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sion of the gold-mining industry in recent years, is now about
25,000.
Higher up the valley Nadezhninsk is the headquarters of
another mining district and a centre for the fur trade. It
has been described as a veritable city of office buildings,
stores, houses, and workshops.
There are also deposits of iron in the hills above the valley.
Tommot and Aldan are important settlements in the Aldan
gold-producing region. Aldan is a relatively large town, with
many new two-storied houses, and a new theatre. The motor
road from Never to Yakutsk passes through it (see below),
Olekhminsk is a small settlement near the junction of the
Lena and Olekhrna valleys. It lies on the shortest route
from the Lena to the Amur basin.
THE PROBLEMS OF TRANSPORT AND LABOUR SUPPLY
Owing to the sparse population the timber and mineral
resources of the Yakut Republic have been developed only to
an insignificant extent. Although covering an area of about
three million square miles, the republic supports a population
of less than half a million. Of this number some 79,000 live
in urban settlements. About a third of the entire population
is concentrated in the settlements in the valleys of the south,
owing to the greater possibilities for agricultural development,
and the proximity to the Trans-Siberian Railway.
Formerly, however, winter sledge tracks and the rivers in
summer provided the only means of transport.   There is no
through waterway to the railway.   Without a better system
of transport the colonization of-the country and the export of'
its wealth remained impossible.
Earth'roads have recently been constructed from Yakutsk
to Vitim, Viluisk, Verkhoyansk, the Kolyma valley, the small
Pacific port of Okhotsk, and Rukhlovo, on the Trans-Siberian
Railway. Other roads connect Kirensk, at the head of the
Lena navigation, with Irkutsk. A motor road 620 miles long
has been built along the Lena and Aldan valleys, between
Yakutsk and the Amur valley. From the station of Never,